
SONISWEB 2.0 to 2.1 Patch Index – July 2007, Revised 
07/13/07
This SONISWEB patch takes you from 2.0 to 2.1. The order of the patch notes is 
changed to make them easier to use.  The order is alphabetically by user-role and then 
alphabetically by title of the note.  User-roles for this list are Admissions, All Users, 
Executives, Faculty, Financial  Recruiting, Registration & Courses, and SONISWEB 
Administrator.

All the displays are from an RJM Systems, Inc. test system.  Displays after final testing 
may look slightly different.
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Admissions

Applicant Average GPA
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This report of averages excludes high school and your (home institution) averages. 
Clicking a name in the list gives a “drill-down” report to show the numbers behind the 
GPA calculation for a person.

Applicant Listing (RB): Dispositions Filter

In the report you can select all, one, or a selected few dispositions to limit what is shown 
in the report.
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All Users
Useful to most, and maybe all, SONISWEB users.

Activities by Group “Toggle”
The “toggle” is the “Check All” and “Uncheck All” radio buttons.  It's quicker and 
simpler than your having to go to each checkbox and change it.

Activities, Sort and Search
For many schools, activities are heavily used and so their list of activities is long. Two 
tools are now present to make it easier.

This display shows the sorting capability.  You can sort up or down by any column.  That 
can, for example, put the list in order by Code, Type, etc.  The red arrow is how it's done.

The other option is a search.  To make it work, you must first make a setting in Web 
Options (under Systems).
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Enter a number that is greater than zero but less than the number of activities in your 
system.  When you do, you get the search prompt below.

With it you search for the activity directly.

Birthday Mail Merge
Added to the long list of mail merge “report” functions in SONISWEB is one to build a 
list based on birthdays for sending congratulatory letters or cards.

Bulletin Board
Bulletin Board is new with this release and available to Students and Faculty. 
The users see this icon when logged in. The users can set preferences, add 
new items, and click the underlined subject of an item to see the details.
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Setting up the bulletin board categories is under Table Maintenance with 
the table shown on the right.

Controls are included to limit who can view and otherwise use the 
Bulletin Board and to exclude those who abuse it.  The function under 
Systems is “Communications Maintenance”.  You see it highlighted in 
the function list below with an example of a set of restrictions by 
Restriction ID below.

Clicking an underlined “Restriction ID” starts a drill-down process where you see and, if 
authorized, can modify each restriction.

Emergency Contact
Each person's Relationships record has long been the basis for showing emergency 
contact as well as indicating relationships within the institution.

For those who prefer a separate record, Emergency Contacts is offered.  In the image 
below you see the Emergency Contact record highlighted and arrows added on the record 
to show required entries.
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Names Search Alternate: New options; “other name”, search against last 
name, first name, maiden name, other name

The Alternative Search has been available for some time.  Changes in this release are:

1. The addition of a field called “Other Name”, such as a hyphenated married name, 
in the Biographic record.

2. The alternative name search checking Last, Maiden, and Other Name to find a 
person.

This is what the results look like (to which we added highlighting).

Names Search Alternate: Partial name accepted
Now in the Alternative Name search you can use partial names.  Enter as much as you 
know and click the Search button.
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Names Search: Partial ID accepted
Partial IDs have not been allowed in the PID field of the Names search.  Now they are 
and it works just like a partial name, giving you a list of all those whose IDs contain your 
partial entry.

Query Builder GPA formatting
The formatting of the GPA in Query Builder has been changed to it's formated the same 
as the reports and other ways GPA is shown.

Patch Index for SONISWEB Version 2.1 as of 07/13/07 , Page 7 of 25



Executive Dashboard; new security settings
A person sees the Executive Dashboard because she or he is assigned to a security 
Profile with Executive Dashboard checked.  With this release you can have more 
granular security.  When you assign a person to the profile, if Executive Dashboard is 
checked in the profile, you see this display.

Picking “Yes” gives these choices to select what the user can see.

Based on the choices above, the user can make some small changes in the formatting and 
order of the dashboard display as shown below.
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Faculty

Faculty Grade Input
The instructor sees each student's enrollment status while giving grades so the grade is 
appropriate to that status.

In the display “EN” means enrolled for credit, CE is continuing education, and AU is 
Audit.

GradeBook Enhancement – Scores Displayed
The primary change is how scores that the instructor has marked for exclusion or scores 
to be dropped (such as the lowest) are to be shown and used in calculations.

If there are no scores or none that have not been marked for exclusion or dropped, the 
display looks like this.
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 Click Check Scores and you see all scores including those excluded and dropped as you 
see below.
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Where scores are present as in the example below, click them and you see the details for 
that student.

In the detail you see all the scores even though the dropped and excluded scores were not 
used in the computation.
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GradeBook Score Deletion
An instructor can delete a single score or all of them.  To make that more evident, the 
display has been changed to give more guidance illustrated and highlighted in the display 
below.

Gradebook Calculations
Excluded scores are no longer used in the calculation of the score summary that the 
instructor sees.

Patch Index for SONISWEB Version 2.1 as of 07/13/07 , Page 14 of 25



Financial and Financial Aid

Award Detail Report
It is new and looks like this.

Award Summary report with option for multiple years and semesters
Sometimes you want a history over the years and/or semesters of awards given.
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Pick one or more years-semesters from the list.  Note that “2006071” is the school year 
2006-2007 first (1) semester.  First you get a summary by Award.

Click the underlined name of an award and you see this detail.
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Billing Options for Positive, Negative, and Zero balances
There's a bill and there's a pre-bill.  The bill is what a student owes.  The pre-bill looks 
much like a bill but it's the anticipated charges based on the courses the student has 
registered for in the next semester.

We've modified the billing reports so they reflect both the current bill and any “pre-bill” 
balances.  So if you choose to leave “Zero Balances” unchecked below...

• Those students with no balance owed and no pre-bill will not be included in the 
report.

• Those students with no balance owed and but with pre-bill will be included in the 
report.

Negative and Positive balance choices work the same way.

Billing Summary Report to include pre-bill
The inclusion of “pre-bill” and its effect on the zero, negative, and positive balance 
choices are now part of this summary report as well.  In the report the “pre-bill” amount 
is shown so there is no confusion between what is currently owed (the bill) and what is 
anticipated based on registration for a future semester (pre-bill).

Enrolled Students Only in Selected Financial Reports
Three reports – Aged Trial Balance, Billing, and Receivables – provide a checkbox to 
include only enrolled students.  Others who might have balances will not be shown in the 
reports.

Financial Search: Partial Name and ID accepted
As with the Names task described earlier in these notes, the financial search functions 
also accept partial name and partial ID.
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Student Ledger (RB); Start and End Dates and School Year and Semester 
options
The student ledger contains all the financial transactions for the student from the 
beginning. These are the transactions that led to the bills and other reports.  Now you can 
choose start and end dates or school year and semester to limit how much of the ledger 
you see in the report.
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Recruiting & Prospective Students

Prospect Call List Includes Only Those With No Other Status
This new call list report is designed to isolate those prospective students who have not 
applied nor become students.  SONISWEB looks for those with a status of “Prospect” but 
no other statuses such as Applicant or Student.

Prospect Inquiry Detail Options for Agency
Originally you entered the Prospect Inquiry Detail record for a prospective student and 
picked an agency.  Later you decided you don't want that agency chosen for any future 
prospective students, so you disabled it in the Agency Table (under Systems).  As a result 
you could not see and change that agency for those assigned to it.  Now you can.

If the agency is no longer enabled but was assigned, you see this display.

The disabled agency is shown underlined.  To change it, click the underlined agency 
name to get these choices for changing it.

You can change the agency but only to one of those that are currently enabled.
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Registration & Courses

Course Evaluation Detail Option
The issue here is the “Show Details” checkbox below.  With a large number of courses 
and students, “Show Detail” can result in a long run time to accumulate a very large 
report.

Where SONISWEB detects the potential for a long run time, you get the warning below. 
You can ignore it and click Preview Report anyway if you're willing to accept the slow 
execution.

Course Evaluation Un-Assignment
To make removing (“un-assigning”) evaluations from courses, the selection window 
below has been updated.  You can choose to assign or “un-assign”.
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Using “Unassigned Course Sections” you see this display.

You can add or remove check marks individually or use the “Check All” and “Uncheck 
All” to set the marks.  Remember that if you leave them all checked in this “un-assign” 
function, none of them will have evaluations assigned.

With courses for which evaluations have already been submitted, you don't have the 
option to remove the assignment, as this display illustrates.

Degree Audit Speed Improvement
For a computer, degree audit is pretty intense processing.  We always strive for ways to 
make it faster and we did it again in this release.
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Degree Audit: Copy Curriculum Plan
You want to build a new curriculum plan to use in Degree Audit.  What easier way than 
to used “DA: Copy a Curriculum Plan” under Systems, give it a new name, and then 
change it to fit the criteria of the new curriculum.

Diploma added to Education Record
You can now enter it in a person's Education record.

Education History Report
Like most reports you can do it for an individual or for a group.
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Registration Time as well as Date Limits for Student Registration

Added to the current ability to set registrations dates, you can also control the times of 
day when registration can occur.  Like the dates, it's set in Web Options under Systems.

Student Schedule Disabling
Some schools need to deal with full sections and 
reassign students.  They want the students to see 
their schedule on-line only after these moves have 
been made.  The solution is a new entry for the 
“Student Bio/Fin Options” in systems.  You see it 
on the rifht.

Transfer Courses now include Memo
When you enter a new transfer course (“Add New 
Transfer Course” under the Courses Search 
display) you now have a memo field for adding 
additional information.
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Unduplicated Headcount Report
Students fall into many overlapping categories. Getting a good count can be difficult 
because of that.  This new report, shown below, gives you a way to look at students and 
their categorization.

The first display is the summary table.

Clicking any underlined item in the table gives you the detail.

Clicking the Return link in the detail report takes you back to the summary report where 
you can pick another category pick for the details.
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SONISWEB Administrator

Scripts: Control for Re-running
Running scripts has been date-sensitive.  That has led to unnecessary re-running of 
scripts.  The new control tracks a successful running of a script and will not permit it to 
be run again.
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